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advanced in rank at the same time as the Seymours,
having been made Marquis of Northampton* There was
therefore a strong party both of Seymours and Parrs at
the head of affairs, and though subsequently there was
great jealousy between the wife of the Protector and the
Queen Dowager in the matter of precedence, yet in the
early part of the reign of Edward, the superior authority
of the Queen seems to have been great and undisputed.
Under Henry VIII. she had already been appointed
Regent during the King's absence in France, and her
banner and that of Queen Jane were alone allowed to
appear at his funeral, as these two were the only wives
whom Henry chose to acknowledge.8 Her initial K
appeared jointly with the royal H on the gold crowns
and half-crowns struck under Henry after his marriage
with her; and in the injunction issued at the commence-
ment of his reign by King Edward VI. and the Duke of
Somerset, his subjects were commanded to pray first
"for Queen Katherine Dowager/' and next "for my
Lady Mary and my Lady Elizabeth, the King's sisters."
Then followed " my Lord Protector's Grace, with all the
rest of the King's Majestie's Council." 9 There can there-
fore be but little doubt that the K which is conspicuous
under the shield of No. 9 is to be regarded as placed there
out of compliment to her, and that the monogram IK on
the tablets, if rightly so read, represents the initials of
Henry and Katherine. On a half-sovereign of this type
in my own collection, the letter K occurs not only below
the shield, but also as the mint-mark at the commence-
ment of the legend on the reverse; while on a half-
sovereign, with identically the same portrait, but bearing

s Strickland's " Queens of England," vol. v,, p. 95.  "
9 Fuller, " Church History," ed. 1655, p. 874.